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THE JESUS STATEMENT

ARTICLE 1: "I GIVE YOU A NEW
COMMANDMENT, THAT YOU LOVE
ONE ANOTHER. JUST AS I HAVE
LOVED YOU, YOU s
ALSO SHOULD LOVE

ONE ANOTHER."
JOHN 13:34

THAT'S IT.



Happy Independence Day!

Speaking for myself, | am unashamedly a patriot. I'm very proud to be a citizen
of my country, and am in full support of the freedoms and opportunities, as
well as the responsibilities, that our nation has offer for all who wish to
partake. As you know our ancestors escaped to this land seeking greater
freedom and independence, economically, religiously, and socially. These
freedoms came home to me in a very profound way when | was spending the
summer of 1976 (our Bicentennial year, to boot, as | was 16 going on 17 that
summer!) in South America, visiting exchange students in Mexico, Ecuador,
and Peru who lived with my family previously. It was one of the most amazing
experiences of my life, with all the obvious benefits of experiencing life in
another country and culture as these families welcomed me, and open their
hearts and their homes in their lives to me like | was part of the family. |
gained a greater appreciation of the freedoms that we share and enjoy here in
America, as | lived the whole month of July 1976 in Lima, Peru under a military
curfew. Travel was restricted during curfew hours, and you had to have special
permission to be outside your home. Seeing tanks patrol the streets and
soldiers walking with machine guns strapped to their backs brought home for
me the freedoms we have in our own country that must never be taken for
granted.

We must never make the mistake, however, of making the prideful mistake of
“chest thumping” and “spiking the football”, as far as what we have to offer as
a nation. My experiences of having exchange students at my house in my high
school and college years, as well as growing up next to Canada and traveling,
as | have, gave me an appreciation for the gift and the blessings that other
countries and cultures have to offer. One of our primary creaturely callings
given by God is to be active citizens in our country's political processes, no
matter what our politics and preferences may be. We are called to be actively
engaged as citizens, in prayer for our elected leaders (Romans 13:1-7) and as
active voices from a biblical perspective, so that the freedoms and



responsibilities we cherish are enhanced as much as possible in love and
service towards our neighbors here and abroad

Paul reminds us in the fifth chapter of Romansthat* f or fr eedom
set us free therefore do not use your freedom as an occasion for self

i ndul genc e, Inlsustthe $avdor, yol aadv leave been set free
from greater powers and dominions that enslaved us, sin, death, and the
power of the devil. We have the opportunity, as people joined in Jesus’ death
and resurrection through baptism, to live truly resurrected lives, taught by the
Word energized by the ever active presence of God to boldly to live out what
true freedom and life is in Jesus Christ, fulfilling our creaturely calls as human
creatures to love God and serve neighbor. Both of these relationships walk
hand-in-hand. One informs the other.

There's a very profound reason why Jesus when he was asked with the
greatest commandment was what he listed love of God first followed by love
of neighbor. It is because we experience the love of God in our lives first of all,
a love that resurrects us, transforms us, and empowers us to walk in newness
of life. that we are free to love and serve our neighbor as they need to be
loved, as God calls us to love and serve them (even when we don't feel like it,
even if they are not our best buddies, even if we don't agree with each other).
Living under the umbrella of such resurrected life we experienced true
freedom and joy and praise to God and loving service to one another

Happy Independence Day, Happy Independence Month, Happy Independence
Eternity, in Christ!

In Partnership,
Mark Galbraith
Intentional Interim Pastor




ChristWeekly Giving Per Envelopg2018 YTD

# Envelopes Amount Given Each Week

2 $100.01 or more
1 70.01 - 100.00
1 50.01 - 70.00
4 40.01 - 50.00
3 30.01- 40.00
9 20.01- 30.00
7 15.01- 20.00
7 10.01- 15.00
3 5.01- 10.00

75 .01- 5.00
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Trinity Weekly Giving Per Envelope — 2018 YTD

# Envelopes Amount Given Each Week

4 $100.01 or more

2 70.01 - 100.00

4 50.01 - 70.00

7 40.01- 50.00

6 30.01- 40.00

14 20.01- 30.00

8 15.01 - 20.00

8 10.01- 15.00

10 5.01- 10.00

90 .01- 5.00

153
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Free Community Meals
2018 Community Meal Schedule
Sunday, August 12t
Sunday, October 14%
Sunday, December 9"
2019 Community Meal Schedule
Sunday, February 10t
Sunday, April 14t
Sunday, June 9*"
Sunday, August 11%"
Sunday, October 13%
Sunday, December 8t

All meals are at 5:00pm

Quiet Communion
For those who are unable to make the regular Sunday worship
services at Trinity or Christ there will be a weekly quiet
communion at Christ. This will be every Wednesday afternoon at
4:00pm throughout the year. Come join us!
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“T Was hungry and you gave
me something to eat.”

Matthew 25:35

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Donations may be brought to Trinity or Christ. If you would like to
donate any non-perishable items or toiletries here is a list of some of the
things that we are in need of:

ATuna or canned chicken or ham

APeanut butter

ACanned foods with pop-top lids

ACanned fruit in its own juice or water

ACanned Soup

ABoxed items: mac/cheese, stuffing, hamburger helper etc
ACereals

AHealthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit)

AToilet paper

APaper Towels

Items in bold are the most asked for items.




STEWARDSHIP- PART 3

Be a Good Steward of Time, Talent, Money, and Stuff
In 1 Peter 4:10, Peter states, ALIi ke good stewa
grace of God, serve one another with whateveregitth of you has
r e ¢c e i Goel abundantly blessed each one of us with a unique
gift(s) whether it’s time, talent, money, or other things/stuff, that
we can use to love God and our neighbor. What gifts has God
entrusted to your care? How is God calling you and Milton
Lutheran Parish to use your/our time and unique gifts?
2 Corinthians 9:8 states, A And God i s able to
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything you may shar e Wadlun
have varying amounts of money and stuff. Money is a powerful
resource. How can we as individuals and as a parish use our
money (not just what we give to benevolence) and our physical
assets (i.e. property and stuff) to serve God and our neighbors?
Through faith and by listening to the Holy Spirit we can look at
opportunities. Instead of looking at the glass half empty, look at
the glass half full. Our parish can identify assets, strengths, and
gifts that may have been overlooked.
Through our vocations or jobs or callings we can use our unique
gifts and talents to love and serve God and our neighbors in our
daily lives both inside and outside the church. Look at what you
have. Look at the feedback from the recent conversation groups
and the mission statements/goals being formed for our parish. Pray
for God’s wisdom to help us figure out how God is leading us to
use these gifts.
Look at how you use your time each week in all of your activities
of daily living. Does your time allocation match your values or
could you better use this time to love and serve God and your
neighbor? Consider giving a percentage of your time each week or
over the next year both inside and outside the church to serve your
neighbor.
As a parish, as key church leaders and staff, we too can look at how
we invest our time, talents, and resources to serve our neighbors to
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make sure it matches the values and priorities set forth in our
mission goals. This is an exciting time for the parish as we look to
formulate the mission goals and how we can be good stewards of
God’s abundant resources to love and serve God and our neighbors
both within our congregations and in our local community.

Next month the stewardship article will look at ways we can be
good stewards to serve our neighbors both within our local
community and throughout the larger community and world.

Lynnette Weisner

Stewardship
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Thoughts

As | stumble through this life
help me to create more laughter than tears, dispense more cheer
than gloom, spread more joy than despair. Never let me become so
indifferent that | will fail to see the wonder in the eyes of a child, or
the twinkle in the eyes of the aged. Never let me forget that my
total effort is to cheer people, make them happy, and forget
momentarily all the unpleasantness in their lives. And in my final
moment, may | hear You whisper, "When you made My people
smile, you made Me smile.”




Rolling River Rampage
July 16™ through July 20
5:30 —8:00 p.m.
Kindergarten through 5™ grade
Dinner/Snacks provided
Bring a friend to learn about God’s Amazing Grace.
For Information Call:

742-4601-Trinity
742-7473-Christ

742-9796-Bethany




Visit The Sick

There is no person lonelier...than he who lies in bed...And
must depend on others...to be comfortable and fed...Who
never has a visitor...To talk to him and smile...And make the
life he has to live...A little more worthwhile....He does not
ask for magazines....For candy, fruit and such...But just a
friendly visit and...The words that mean so much...He wants
to see the sun come out...In place of all the rain...And know
that someone cares about...His troubles and his pain.. And
surely somewhere out of all...The moments made to
play...There must be time to call on him...And say hello
today!

James J. Metcalfe

NEVER GET TIRED OF
DOING LITTLE THINGS
FOR OTHERS.
SOMETIMES THOSE
LITTLE THINGS
OCCUPY THE
BIGGEST PART
OF THEIR
HEARTS.
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Free Backpack Voucher
Give -Away
August 12t

At

Community Meal
We will be collecting the following

items for the backpacks:

(Place in box in narthex.)

MAY - Pencils, Mechanical Pencils,
Ruled subject notebooks

JUNE- Colored Pencils, Crayons,
Ruled subject notebooks

JULY- Rulers, Glue Sticks,
Ruled subject notebooks.

Here is a way we can be good stewards and

share our resourcesto help those who are in
need in our community!
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Worship Helpers

Trinity Lutheran
Month of July

Head Usher:
Seth Reitz

Ushers:
Frank Boyer
Nancy Cochran
Dale Cochran
Joe Yaiko

Reader:

1%t Val Gardner
8t"- Bridget Coup
15"- OPEN
22" Val Gardner
29™- Val Gardner

Communion Assistant:
Lynnette Weisner

Acolytes:
Tavin Reitz
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Worship Helpers

Christ Lutheran

July 1
Ushers: Kim Mitch, Brent Mitch

Acolyte: Austin Mitch
Lector: Kellie Brouse
Asst./Server: Kellie Brouse
Servers: Donna Spear, Rich Handy
Prayer Team Minister: Kellie Brouse

July 8
Ushers: Don Fisher, Peggy Fisher

Acolyte: Penny Ulmer
Lector: Penny Ulmer
Asst./Server: Penny Ulmer
Server: Kay Dunn
Prayer Team Minister: Mae Jones

July 15
Ushers: Nancy Mensch, Donna Riccio

Acolyte: Austin Mitch
Lector: Nancy Walters
Asst./Server: Rose Handy
Server: Tonya Wargo
Prayer Team Minister: Rose Handy

July 22
Ushers: Don Fisher , Peggy Fisher

Acolyte: Rose Handy
Asst:/Server: Rose Handy
Server: Rich Handy
Prayer Team Minister: Rose Handy

July 29
Ushers: Nancy Mensch, Donna Riccio

Acolyte: Penny Ulmer
Asst:/Server: Penny Ulmer
Server: Kay Dunn
Prayer Team Minister: Kellie Brouse
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LOVE ONE ANOTHER

Jesus said “A new commandment | give to you, that you love
one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

Love. What a loaded word—perhaps so loaded that its true
meaning has been lost entirely. We love “that scarf.” We love “that
new Mustang.” “That new carpet in the church sanctuary”, or
(secretly) “McDonald’s french fries.” These things gain our
appreciation. Jesus is explaining the credibility of the command
when he says, “By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” Love is the single greatest
evidence that can be given for being a Christian. The early 2000’s
song had it right when it said, “they will know we are Christians by
our love.” They won’t know by our doctrine, our piety, or perfect
church attendance, but by our love. Francis Schaeffer said, “We
must never forget that the final apologetic which Jesus gives is the
observable love of true Christians for true Christians.” There is no
greater defense of our Christian faith than our love for each other.
It’s loving to the end—that is, to death. It’s looking your fellow
Christians in their sinful faces and deciding that your love is greater
than their greatest sins. It’s taking Christ’s love for you that has
gripped your heart, and letting it steer your actions, thoughts, and
words toward other people. Simply, it’s giving up yourself for the
sake of others, just as Christ did for you.

May our most precious gift truly be our highest responsibility, that
we might give credence to our apologetic and might be a picture,
however flawed, of Christ’s perfect and unconditional love for his
people.
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VOLUNTEER GARDENERS  SOUGHT

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village, Lewisburg, is looking for
volunteer gardeners to help care for the flower gardens
around the sign at the entrance to the cottages off of Reitz
Blvd. in Lewisburg. The need is for two days in each of the
following months-July, August and September. If you are
interested please contact Charlene Fisher at 570-523-4244.

There will be no Book Group meeting
until September.

R

Remember! New Members always
welcome!
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Members, Friends and Family Iy Oter

s
of Christ Luth O//&%ﬁjﬁar
For those with ongoing health rayers
issues/disability/iliness:

Wanda Aikey; Pam Belkins; Harry Berger; Bill Bloom; Barbara
Coup; Rose Deaner; Terry Deaner: Peggy Drum; Matt
Edinger;Terry Eisenhuth; Joanne Ferlazzo; Edith Getz;

Gerald Greenly; Doris Heffelfinger; John Heffelfinger; Mary
Wagner Hines; Nicole Kahl; Evelyn Kelley; Danny Leitzel, Glenn
Pick; Bob Queen; Alice Roush; John Shaffer; Tim Simko; Fran
Valentine, Karen Walters; Shirley Wargo; Lois Reimensnyder...

For those anticipating and recovering from surgery:
Pat Bender; Florence Ishler; Gerald Greenly

For those in sorrow:For all who have lost loved ones; All those
in our community and the world who are recovering from natural
disasters & tragedies.

For those needing daily strength:

Rodney Bastian; Betty Baumer; Betty Callenberger; Charlene
Francis; Sharon Hoover; Rita Lenig; Nancy Mensch; Shannon
Moll; Kelly Packer; Helen & Leroy Reinard; Donna Riccio; Mike
Rudisill; Tim Simko; Keisha Trimble;Curtis Klodnikie; Darlas
Yost; Harold Webb.

For the imprisoned: Jennifer Gregory; Aundre Moten

For those adjusting to life changesAll those affected by political &
religious oppression.

For the homebound and those unable to be at home:
George & Bebe Bolich; Kathleen Burch; Betty Dotts;

Isobel Feehrer; Doris Heffelfinger; Violet Heimbach; Tom Kline;
Connie Sholly; Nancy Weikel; Jeannine Wilkerson; Harry Berger
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For those serving in the militaryKristen Bastian; Matthew Dorman;
Jeremiah Fisher; Stephen Himes; Anthony Nudson;
Cody Pursley; Cody Messinger; Trent Wargo

For leaders, guides, students, and workePs: Mark;

Rev. Brian & Christine Palmer, missionaries; Bishop B.J. Collins,
Synod Staff; Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton & ELCA Staff,
Authorized Lay Worship Leaders, Parish Call Committee

For activities and events, and for those who are traveling:
Our faith partners at Trinity; Mutual Ministry Team; Council;
Spiritual Growth; Stewardship; Christian Ed Ministry;
Children, Youth & Family Ministry

Please pray for our confirmands
Austin Mitch, Olivia Rohland, Paul Rohland, Skyler Harrington
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Names for healing prayers are priad for several weeks
at a time, but can be lifted up again as requested. The
: i Prayer Chain Team & others continue to pray for this
Pragger Requests Sunday list and other concerns daily.

il

HEALING Mary Becker, Mary Billhime, Ken Gaugler, Brenda
Whipple, Julie Benshoff , Sheri Yingling, George & Joanie Fisher,
Helen Fisher, Mary Jane & Melvin Crist, Dottie & Ray Leeser,

John Spangler, Ed Nelson, Shirley Stigerwalt, Ava Westhaupt,
Mark Nolder, Brookson Lehman, Jane Fish, Bob Smith, friends,
David, Linda Parrish, Janet Tim ms, Donna Collins, Barb Smith,
Henry Reinsborrow, Tracy Coleman, Carol Shurtz, Frank
Dominick, Bill Bloom, Aaron Vatter, Jonathan Noaker, Quentin

Erb, Finley Snook, Carolyn Beach, Erick Wood, Neil Hauger, Pete,
Christine & Eli, Jaime Evock, Thelma Byerly, Bill Lebard, Rachael
& Phillip Cawley, June Bogart, Gerry Cashner, Denny Straub,
Chris; Tom Martin; Judy Troxell, Karen, Ben Bernocco, Martha
Jean & Gary Gill, Aaron, Bonnie Rute, Jean Shirk, Barb, Ronnie,
Lee. Peggy Ful mer, Ger al&dau@nmCGoe n
Kenneth Delp, Bill Rothermel, Richard Jordan, Gerry Forrey,
Jayrene Molinero, Glenda Arnold, Heather, Anthony Nudson,
Donna McCollum, Eilleen Kurtz, Bob Matthews, Eugene Barnwell;
Annabell e, Brett Meckl eyéé

Seminarian: Marlene Phillips

18



)

FROM TH

CHURC
OFFIC

A)
m_Lm

)

(A

Public Office Hours— Trinity- Mon.-Fri.- 8:00am - noon
Christ- Mon.-Fri.- noon — 4:00pm

Newsletter articlesre due in office by the 20th of each month(unless
otherwise noted on newsletter calandr bulletin).

Deadline for the next newsletteluly 20. Any items received after the
20™ of the month will not be in the newsletter. Please either email
items or drop off at office.

Please e-mail Donna at driccio@christlutheranmpa.org or
ticmilton@ptd.net with any bulletin announcements or newsletter
articles or drop them off at either church.

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Website T www.christlutheranmpa.org
1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA 17847
Church Phone- 570-742-7473
Church E-mail i driccio @christlutheranmpa.org
Pastor Mark Galbraith  -pastor markpg @gmail.com

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA. 17847
Church Phone-570-742-4601
Church E-mail - ticmilton@ptd.net
Pastor Mark Galbraith -pastormarkpg@gmail.com
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